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INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER (ISTC) 

Note: As of January 2007, this file will no longer be updated.  
 
Established: 1992. 
Parties to the ISTC Agreement: Armenia, Belarus, 
Canada, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Republic 
of Tajikistan, European Union (EU), Japan, Russia, 
United States, Norway, and Republic of Korea. 

Background: The International Science and Tech-
nology Center (ISTC) is an intergovernmental or-
ganization established in 1992 by an agreement be-
tween the European Union, Japan, the Russian Fed-
eration, and the United States. It was signed in Mos-
cow in 1992 and provisionally entered into force on 2 
March 1994, pending ratification by the Duma. 

The ISTC serves as a clearinghouse for developing, 
approving, financing, and monitoring projects aimed 
at engaging weapons scientists, technicians, and en-
gineers from the Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) in peaceful, civilian science and tech-
nology activities. Non-weapons scientists can be in-
cluded. Through its projects, the ISTC contributes to 
ongoing efforts to stem the proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction (WMD). Its larger goals include 
reinforcing the CIS transition to a market-based 
economy responsive to civilian needs, and supporting 
basic and applied research and technology develop-
ment. 

The operating bodies of the ISTC are the governing 
board, Coordination Committee, Science Advisory 
Committee, and secretariat (the executive body lo-
cated in Moscow). ISTC branch offices have been set 
up in Minsk and Almaty, with a coordination office 
in Tbilisi. 

ISTC (Moscow) Activity and Objectives: The 
agreement establishing the ISTC stipulates that the 
center’s principal activity is to develop, approve, fi-
nance, and monitor science and technology projects 
for peaceful purposes, which are to be carried out 
primarily at institutions and facilities located in the 
Russian Federation and, if requested, in other states 
of the Newly Independent States (NIS). The primary 
objectives of the center are: 1) to give weapons scien-
tists and engineers, particularly those in the NIS who 
possess knowledge and skills related to WMD or 
missile delivery systems, opportunities to redirect 

their talents toward peaceful activities; and 2) to con-
tribute to the solution of national or international 
technical problems in relation to the transition to 
market-based economies by supporting basic and 
applied research and technology development in the 
fields of environmental protection, energy produc-
tion, and nuclear safety; and promoting the further 
integration of NIS scientists into the international 
scientific community. 

Developments: 
2007:  On 29 January, representatives from the ISTC 
and the Science and Technology Center in Ukraine 
(STCU) met in Moscow to discuss future cooperation 
between the two organizations.  The groups discussed 
cooperation on a variety of issues including work-
shops, training, and commercialization of scientists. 
 
The 42nd Governing Board Meeting was held in Mos-
cow on 30 March  The board approved $1.3 million 
and €4.6 million for 22 new projects in research and 
development in Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, and Russia,.  The board also re-
ceived notification of Switzerland’s intention to ac-
cede to the ISTC, and the formal approval will take 
place at a future meeting.  In addition, the board dis-
cussed developing the relationship between the ISTC 
and the STCU as a means of improving administra-
tive efficiency and collaboration on scientific and 
technical projects. 
 
2006: On 30 March 2006, the Governing Board and 
11 ISTC parties held the 39  meetingth  in Moscow.  
The Governing Board approved over $5.6 million for 
new projects in Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, and the Kyrgyz Republic.  
Furthermore, the board approved a list of 10 science 
and technology issues that need to be enhanced and 
improved.     
 
On 28 June 2006, the Governing Board and 11 ISTC 
party members held their 40  meetingth  in Yerevan, 
Armenia.   Party members approved $4.8 million for 
30 new projects in Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Geor-
gia, Kazakhstan, and the Kyrgyz Republic. Notably, 
the ISTC reconsidered the Project Proposal Package, 
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which works to provide more detailed explanations of 
existing procedures and ISTC-STCU projects.     
 
The 41  Governing Board meetingst  was held on 7 
December, 2006 in Moscow.  Twelve ISTC members 
joined the Governing Board.  To further develop sci-
ence and technology research, the board approved 
$3.9 million for 31 new projects in Russia, Belarus, 
Tajikistan, and the Kyrgyz Republic. Additionally, 
the FY 2007 Administrative Operating Budget and 
Supplemental Budget Program was approved by the 
board.  In order to emphasize the ISTC’s role in in-
ternational nonproliferation, the board asked the se-
cretariat to assess the results of the ISTC’s operations 
and to develop a Strategic Plan congruent with ISTC 
standards.    
 
The board decided the next Plenary Session will con-
vene on 29 March 2007.  
 
2005: The governing board held its 36th meeting in 
Almaty, Kazakhstan on 11 April. Representatives 
from 12 ISTC parties attended with Canada, the 
European Union, Japan, the Russian Federation, the 
United States of America, and Tajikistan represented 
on the governing board. Tajikistan participated as 
rotating CIS board member. 
 
The ISTC approved 24 new projects representing 
more than $1.8 million and 3.5 million Euro in new 
funding for activities in Russia, Armenia, Belarus, 
Georgia, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, and the 
Republic of Tajikistan. These projects highlight im-
portant areas of science and technology research and 
development: studies of plague antigens, early cancer 
diagnostics, safe usage and storage of industrial fuels, 
and sensors for detection of contraband and danger-
ous materials. 
 
The governing board approved the principles of a 
new administrative operating budget, allowing for 
costs to be attributed to specific program activities.  
 
On 12 September, ISTC organized a workshop for 
key representatives from 10 of Russia’s foremost 
closed nuclear cities and representatives from Can-
ada, the EU, Japan, Russia, the UK and the United 
States. The purpose of the workshop was to discuss 
increasing and possibly expanding current bilateral 
cooperation between these countries and Russia’s 
closed nuclear cities, as well as investigating the po-
tential role that ISTC can play on behalf of the coun-
tries that support nonproliferation funding through 
the promotion of economically sustainable jobs, es-
pecially for former weapons specialists.  

 
Topics raised at the workshop ranged from the need 
for greater data and information sharing, to increased 
cooperation between parties and a greater ISTC role 
in closed nuclear cities initiatives. There was also an 
emphasis on the need for identification and analysis 
of past measures and results.  
 
The 38th meeting was held by the board on 28 Octo-
ber in Moscow, Russia. Representatives from 12 
ISTC parties attended, with Armenia as rotating CIS 
board member. The ISTC approved 39 new projects 
representing more than $5.5 million and 4.3 million 
Euro in new funding for activities in Russia, Arme-
nia, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, and the Kyrgyz 
Republic. These projects highlight important areas of 
science and technology research and development, 
such as the gravity field, new semiconductors, air 
pollution control, X-ray optics, and biosensors for 
medical purposes.   
 
The governing board reconfirmed the importance of 
nonproliferation projects in Russia’s closed nuclear 
cities under the provisions of the ISTC Agreement, 
focused on WMD specialists’ transition to sustain-
able, civilian employment. In terms of practical im-
plementation, the governing board entrusted the se-
cretariat to work closely with the Russian side to pre-
pare concrete activity proposals. 
 
The governing board also approved the programmatic 
approach policy, which would support the ISTC par-
ties’ efforts to assist in achieving sustainability (e.g., 
through “Targeted Initiatives” with innovation poten-
tial).  
 
The governing board agreed to convene its next ple-
nary session meeting in Moscow on 30 March 2006. 

 

2004: The 33rd ISTC governing board meeting con-
vened in Moscow on 5 April. Canada, which became 
the 13th party to the ISTC Agreement on 1 March, 
participated as a full member for the first time. Mem-
bers approved $10.6 million in funding for 59 new 
projects in Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, and 
Kazakhstan. These will include the study and devel-
opment of anti-viral treatments, energetic systems for 
space exploration, solid waste safety and disposal, 
and neutrino and nuclear physics. Board members 
also announced that 22 new partner projects totaling 
$8 million had been approved since the last govern-
ing board meeting, and that cumulative project fund-
ing exceeded $595 million.  

 ISTC-2
Inventory of International Nonproliferation Organizations and Regimes  

© Center for Nonproliferation Studies 
Last Update: 1/1/2007 

http://www.istc.ru/ISTC/sc.nsf/html/statements-of-the-governing-board-41st
http://www.istc.ru/ISTC/sc.nsf/html/statements-of-the-governing-board-41st
http://www.istc.ru/ISTC/sc.nsf/html/statements-of-the-governing-board-41st


ISTC 

On 16 April, Norbert Jousten began a two-year term 
as executive director of the ISTC. The following 
month, the ISTC announced that with the expansion 
of the European Union, it would begin accepting pro-
ject collaborators from all new Member States.  

The 34th Project Funding session concluded on 19 
July with the approval of 25 new projects totaling $2 
million. They will be carried out in Russia, Belarus, 
Georgia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, and the Kyrgyz Re-
public. The next plenary session of the governing 
board is scheduled for 27 October in Moscow. 

2003:  The Republic of Tajikistan formally acceded 
to the ISTC on 5 March, becoming a full member. On 
31 March, the 30th session of the ISTC governing 
board commenced in Moscow. The Kyrgyz Republic 
occupied the board’s rotating seat. Board members 
approved 49 new projects totaling $8.1 million for 
activities in Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, Ka-
zakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, and the Republic of 
Tajikistan. These will focus on radiation waste im-
mobilization, vaccines, trace detection technologies 
for narcotics and explosives, and other topics. The 
governing board also announced that 25 partner pro-
jects representing $21 million had been approved 
since the last meeting. During the summer months, 
the ISTC completed its electronic project approval 
and 31st Project Funding session, approving an addi-
tional 38 new projects representative of more than $7 
million. 

The 32nd meeting of the governing board convened in 
Moscow on 20 October. Board members approved 65 
new projects representing $9.9 million for activities 
in Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
the Kyrgyz Republic, and the Republic of Tajikistan. 
Additionally, they announced that 47 additional part-
ner projects representing $18 million had been ap-
proved since the previous board meeting.  

Two new initiatives in programmatic science were 
also addressed in 2003: the Fuel Cell Initiative to 
introduce commercial, fuel cell-based power plants to 
the market, which received the governing board’s 
approval, and the development of international sci-
ence laboratories. Regarding the latter, the ISTC, in 
cooperation with the Stepanov Institute of Physics in 
Belarus and the Fraunhofer Institute for Nondestruc-
tive Testing in Germany, established the first Interna-
tional Science Center in Minsk as a means to further 
integrate former weapons scientists into the scientific 
community. In addition, the ISTC participated in and 
presented its work to an EU Inter-parliamentary Con-
ference on the G-8 Global Partnership Against the 
Spread of Weapons of Mass Destruction in Stras-
bourg, France from 20-21 November. 

2002: The governing board of the ISTC held its 27th 
meeting in Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic, from 
7-9 April. Representatives from 10 ISTC parties at-
tended with the European Union, Japan, the Russian 
Federation, the United States, and Georgia repre-
sented on the governing board. 

The ISTC approved 61 new projects representing 
over $10.4 million and Euro 7.2 million in new fund-
ing for activities in Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Geor-
gia, Kazakhstan, and the Kyrgyz Republic. New 
funding was provided by the EU, the United States, 
Japan, and the Republic of Korea. These projects 
included important areas of science and technology 
research and development; diagnostic methods and 
equipment for cancer; portable radiation monitors; 
desert climate studies; biotreatment for oil spills; 
aerosol vaccines for wildlife; greenhouse gas impact; 
and new carbon and aluminum content materials. 

The board announced that 54 partner projects totaling 
$13.5 million had been approved since the previous 
meeting, and noted the expanding participation of 
partners in ISTC activities. ISTC partners are private 
sector, intergovernmental, governmental, and non-
governmental organizations that provide funds to 
engage CIS scientists in peaceful research projects. 
Total ISTC project funding in all categories sur-
passed $416 million for 1,587 projects. 

The governing board approved important steps in the 
ISTC “Evolution to Partnership,” strengthening ISTC 
contributions to international science cooperation and 
sustainable partnership. The ISTC will inaugurate 
International Science Laboratories as a test case for 
establishing long-term cooperative exchanges based 
in institutes supported by ISTC. The center will in-
troduce Chief Science Coordinators to promote and 
coordinate ISTC inputs to initiatives identified by its 
parties and partners, as part of its updated staffing 
plan and policy. The ISTC evolution is supported by 
the governing board’s approval of early phases in 
ISTC progression to ISO 9000 certification. 

The governing board expressed its gratitude for 
Georgia’s participation on the governing board, and 
welcomed the Republic of Belarus’ participation 
through 2002. The governing board extended the 
appointment of the Executive Director, Michael Kro-
ening, for a one-year period through October 2003, 
and approved the nomination of Lawrence Wright in 
the position of Deputy Executive Director (United 
States). 

On 23 October, the governing board held its 29th 
meeting in Moscow. Representatives from 10 ISTC 
parties attended, with the EU, Japan, the Russian 
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Federation, the United States, and Belarus repre-
sented on the governing board. The board welcomed 
the Republic of Tajikistan on its accession to the 
ISTC Agreement and received a request to join from 
the government of Moldova. 

The ISTC approved 60 new projects representing 
over $9.9 million and Euro 8 million in new funding 
for activities in Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, and the Kyrgyz Republic. New funding 
was provided by the EU, the United States, and the 
Republic of Korea. These projects included important 
areas of science and technology research and devel-
opment, development of nanostructured materials, 
tumor thermoradiotherapy enhancement, and the im-
pact of supersonic aircraft on the environment. The 
board announced that 50 partner projects totaling 
$28.8 million had been approved since the previous 
meeting and noted the expanding participation of 
partners in ISTC activities. The governing board ap-
proved important steps in the ISTC adjustment to-
wards a programmatic approach to its activities, 
strengthening ISTC contributions to international 
science cooperation and sustainable partnership. The 
ISTC inaugurated International Science Laboratories 
as a test case for establishing long-term cooperative 
exchanges based in institutes supported by the ISTC. 
The center will introduce Chief Science Coordinators 
to promote and coordinate ISTC inputs to initiatives 
identified by its parties and partners, as part of its 
updated staffing plan and policy. 

The governing board approved the continuation of 
Dr. Ronald F. Lehman, II as the governing board 
chair for one year. The governing board will convene 
at an executive session meeting in Paris from 3-4 
February 2003. 

The governing board agreed to hold its next plenary 
session in Moscow with a Coordination Committee 
meeting beginning from 24 March, and with a gov-
erning board meeting beginning from 26 March 
2003. 

2001: On 22 October, the governing board held its 
25th meeting in Moscow. Representatives from the 
ISTC parties attended with the EU, Japan, the Rus-
sian Federation, the United States, and Georgia repre-
sented on the governing board. In light of the terrorist 
events of 11 September, the parties affirmed their 
commitments to the nonproliferation and security 
goals of the center. The center approved 76 new pro-
jects representing over $16.5 million and Euro 7.3 
million in new funding. These projects included an-
thrax and tuberculosis vaccines, nuclear waste con-
tainment, magnetic resonance techniques for drug 
development, solar cell materials and efficient energy 

transport, environmental impact of sea-buried reactor 
fuels, digital processing of biomedical signals, and 
design structures resistant to earthquakes. The board 
announced that 65 partner projects totaling $18.2 
million had been approved since the 24th meeting, 
and noted the expanding participation of intergov-
ernmental, governmental, and non-governmental or-
ganizations (including the private sector) partners in 
ISTC activities. Total ISTC project funding in all 
categories now surpasses $388 million for 1,434 pro-
jects. The Fiscal Year 2002 activity plan and budget 
for the center was approved and,  
in a special session devoted to the ISTC present 
structure, the board discussed measures to improve 
ISTC’s efficiency. The ISTC Coordination Executive 
Committee was instructed to develop, with the execu-
tive director, the reorganization of the secretariat. 

On 9-10 October, there was a joint Samsung-ISTC 
Forum to present Russian/CIS technologies for appli-
cations in the Samsung product line. Technical ses-
sions were devoted to materials and devices for elec-
tronics, micro-and nano-technology, optical technol-
ogy, and information technology. On 17 May, the 
ISTC hosted a press conference “New Internet Portal 
Promoting Russian Science and Technology Innova-
tion.” Five major science and innovation organiza-
tions announced their joint commitment to a new 
Internet portal, promoting Russian-source science, 
technology, and innovation. Participating organiza-
tions include: ISTC, Euro-Asian Physical Society, 
Center of High Technologies under the Ministry of 
Atomic Energy, State Conversion Foundation, and 
Scientific Projects and Internet Technologies Com-
pany. Additional portal services will be provided by 
the NeurOK Company. 

The 24th meeting of the governing board was held on 
15 March. The ISTC approved 62 new projects repre-
senting nearly $13 million in new funding for activi-
ties. Projects included air quality monitoring by infra-
red laser, new collagen burn treatments, non-toxic 
gas generators for automobile airbags, screening of 
new antibiotics, ultrasonic defecto-scope for quality 
control in industry, and new testing methods for high-
efficiency civil transportation. The board announced 
that 35 partner projects totaling $12.5 million had 
been approved since the 23rd meeting. The governing 
board agreed to a process of rotation of the CIS mem-
ber seat based on the date of accession to the ISTC, 
and welcomed Georgia to participate on the govern-
ing board through the next year. Belarus and then the 
Kyrgyz Republic succeeded Georgia on the board. 

2000: On 3 November, the governing board held its 
23rd meeting at the headquarters in Moscow. Repre-
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sentatives from all 11 ISTC parties attended, with the 
European Union, Japan, the Russian Federation, the 
United States, and the Republic of Armenia repre-
sented on the governing board. The ISTC approved 
89 new projects representing over $21 million in new 
funding. These projects included monitoring and pre-
diction of seismic activity, pre-clinical testing of im-
muno-biological compounds, atmospheric re-entry 
technologies for scientific probes, chemical micro-
sensors for atmospheric pollution monitoring, and 
creation of wind energy infrastructure. The board 
announced that 23 partner projects totaling $3 million 
had been approved since the 22nd meeting, and noted 
the expanding participation of partners in ISTC ac-
tivities. 

The governing board held its 22nd meeting at the 
presidential residence in Tbilisi from 26-27 June. 
Representatives from 10 ISTC parties attended with 
the European Union, Japan, the Russian Federation, 
the United States, and the Republic of Armenia rep-
resented on the governing board. The ISTC approved 
81 new projects representing over $19 million in new 
funding for activities. These projects included protec-
tive methods against anthrax, new techniques for 
nuclear test detection, nuclear reactor decommission-
ing in Kazakhstan, bio-remediation of testing 
grounds, vortex flow investigations for flight safety, 
and water-cutting technologies for submarine de-
commissioning.  
 

The board announced that 21 partner projects totaling 
$4 million had been approved since the 21st meeting. 
The governing board addressed financial and operat-
ing issues for the center, toward ensuring the integrity 
and timely implementation of ISTC activities in all 
party territories. The center continued to develop 
appropriate frameworks to protect it from currency 
fluctuations, and to include year-round financing 
commitments. It also sought new funding from ISTC 
parties and partners, to ensure the continuity of the 
many projects and programs. 

1994-1999: The ISTC began operations on 3 March 
1994. A total of $75 million was raised for the Mos-
cow Center: $25 million from the United States, 20 
million ECU from the European Commission, and 
$17 million from Japan. Russia is to provide in-kind 
support to include a facility for the center, as well as 
its maintenance, utilities, security, and related sup-
port. The Governing Board met in Moscow from 8-9 
December, during which time representatives of new 
funding parties, Finland and Sweden, and of new CIS 
member states, Armenia, Belarus, and Georgia, 
joined the representatives of the four initial parties 

(European Union, Japan, Russia, and United States). 
The projects approved at the meeting brought the 
total number to 94, representing a total funding 
commitment of $48.5 million. These projects spon-
sored more than 5,000 scientists and engineers, the 
majority of whom were involved in weapons activi-
ties for periods of up to three years. 

In 1997, the board visited the All-Russian Scientific-
Research Institute of Inorganic Materials to see the 
worksites of seven ISTC projects at the institute, two 
of which had recently been completed. The ISTC is 
funding projects there on such problems as radioac-
tive waste management and new fuels for power nu-
clear reactors, including developing MOX fuel using 
plutonium from defense and civil sectors. From 30 
June to 1 July 1997, the governing board met in Mos-
cow. During the meeting, the board approved the 
documents and procedures necessary to allow inter-
governmental and non-governmental organizations 
(including the private sector) to fund and support 
projects. Newly approved projects included a training 
center for nuclear waste management; transportation 
and storage containers for dangerous materials; a 
quartz calorimeter modular detector for CERN 
(European Organization for Nuclear Research); a 
gyroscope for civilian aircraft navigation; biological 
means for electric energy generation by photosynthe-
sis; materials science, including high temperature 
super-conducting polymer-ceramics and ultra-light 
weight aerogels for commercial application; and en-
vironmental applications, including electrokinetic 
methods for contaminated soil remediation and at-
mospheric photochemistry by aerosol monitoring. 

On 5-6 November 1997, the governing board held its 
14th meeting in Moscow. The board welcomed the 
Republic of Korea as the newest funding party, which 
will contribute one full-time scientific expert to the 
ISTC secretariat. Georgia, Belarus, Armenia, Ka-
zakhstan, and the Kyrgyz Republic also pledged to 
contribute their facilities and technical expertise. 

In 1998, the governing board held three meetings. At 
its 15th meeting held in Moscow, the governing board 
approved 45 new projects, including safe, long-term 
storage of radioactive waste; improvement of safety 
and operations of nuclear reactors; and environmental 
modeling, monitoring, and protection. During the 16th 
meeting the board noted with satisfaction the official 
accession of the Republic of Korea in May 1998 and 
the opening of the ISTC branch office in Armenia in 
June 1998. 
 

The governing board held its 17th meeting in the Re-
public of Armenia on November 1998. The board 
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noted with satisfaction the operation of the ISTC 
Armenia branch office, located at the Presidium. Dur-
ing the meeting, the board discussed the ISTC Activ-
ity Plan and Budget for 1999, which it had approved. 
The plan provides broad support to nonproliferation 
programs in 1999; means by which the ISTC can act 
to support other nonproliferation initiatives; and sub-
stantial progress on revising the “Instructions for 
Proposal Preparation,” the document that is central to 
the ISTC review and funding of science project pro-
posals. 

On 2 March 1999, the governing board held its 18th 
meeting at the ISTC secretariat headquarters in Mos-
cow. The governing board encouraged the parties and 
secretariat to explore additional ways in which the 
ISTC can support international efforts consistent with 
its objectives. The board approved two new ISTC 
initiatives: 1) to address the Y2K problem, and 2) to 
better organize ISTC contributions to public health. 

From 30 June to 1 July 1999, the governing board 
held its 19th meeting at the ISTC secretariat head-
quarters in Moscow. The board approved two mile-
stone documents at its meeting: the Model Project 
Agreement (the basic contractual document for ISTC 
financial support to hundreds of scientific project 
teams throughout CIS Party territories) and the Intel-
lectual Property Rights Guidelines for ISTC partners. 

At its 20th meeting on 27 October 1999, the govern-
ing board approved funding for 33 new projects in-
cluding radioactive waste handling and disposal; pol-
lution monitoring; nuclear materials control and ac-
counting; and medical diagnostics for cancer, ulcers, 
and infectious diseases. Some projects had direct 
application to verification of a Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty and of the destruction of WMD. 

Point of Contact: 

Executive Director: Norbert Jousten 
Address: 
International Science and Technology Center 
P.O. Box 25 
Ulitsa Luganskaya 9 
Moscow 115516 
Russian Federation 
Tel: 7 (095) 797-6010 
International Tel: 7 (501) 797-6010 
Fax: 7 (095) 797-604 
International Fax: 7 (501) 797-6047 
E-mail: istcinfo@istc.ru 
Website: http://www.istc.ru/
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