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Established: December 1986.

Membership: 23 states — Argentina, Belize, Boli-
via, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti,
Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama,
Paraguay, Peru, the Dominican Republic, Uruguay,
and Venezuela.

Background: The Rio Group is an association of
Latin American countries seeking a common foreign
policy on a variety of issues. The Group has no per-
manent secretariat and works by holding annual
summits.

On 23 July 1991, the Peruvian government launched
a comprehensive initiative for Latin America con-
cerning weapons of mass destruction (WMD), arms
transfers, dual-use technology control, and confi-
dence-building measures. The initiative seeks the
gradual adoption of three sets of measures: the estab-
lishment of a WMD-free zone in Latin America and
the Caribbean; the prohibition of future purchase,
transfer, and manufacture of new generations of spe-
cial conventional weapons systems (to include a ban
on all transfers of medium- and short-range ballistic
missiles, including components and technologies);
and the implementation of a set of security and confi-
dence-building measures to promote trust in the re-
gion (including the establishment of a regional center
for the registration of arms transfers, national produc-
tion of armaments, and control of dual-use technolo-
gy transfers).

The initiative has achieved its first aim, the estab-
lishment of WMD-free zone, with the adoption of the
Cartagena Declaration by the five Andean states. It
was signed on 4 December 1991, by the heads of
state of Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Vene-
zuela.

Main Objectives: The group seeks prevention of the
introduction of WMD in Latin America and the Ca-
ribbean and enhancement of security and cooperation
among the states of the region.

The Group's Position on Certain
Disarmament-, Arms Control- and
Nonproliferation-Related Issues:

Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT): The Rio Group
attaches high priority to global efforts to promote

nuclear nonproliferation and disarmament, including
the total elimination of this type of weapon in order
to guarantee international peace and security. It notes
with satisfaction the efforts made in other forums to
highlight the importance of the NPT and its key role
for achieving nonproliferation and disarmament
goals. The group welcomes in particular the outcome
of the 2000 NPT Review Conference. The group is
concerned with the lack of progress toward the full
implementation of the 13 measures to achieve nuclear
disarmament contained in the Final Document of the
2000 NPT Review Conference and calls upon all
states, in particular the Nuclear Weapon States
(NWS), to honor the commitments undertaken in
Article VI of the Treaty and in the Final Document of
the Conference. The group affirms that the three pil-
lars of the NPT—nonproliferation, disarmament, and
peaceful use—have equal importance, and uncondi-
tional progress must be made on all three.

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
(CTBT): The group deeply regrets the difficult situa-
tion surrounding the issue of the entry into force of
the CTBT, considers it essential for this commitment
not to remain only on paper, and urges those states
that have not yet done so to sign, ratify, and promote
its entry into force in the near future. The group un-
derscores the importance for states to maintain a
strict moratorium on the conduct of nuclear testing or
any other type of nuclear test while the entry into
force of the CTBT remains pending. It is pleased that
in other important political forums, participating
states have reaffirmed their commitment to maintain-
ing that moratorium but wishes to recall nevertheless
that these unilateral restrictive measures are no subs-
titute for the ratification of the CTBT. The group is
convinced that the conducting of nuclear tests se-
riously undermines the efforts of the international
community to promote nonproliferation and nuclear
disarmament.

Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones (NWFZ): The group
considers the creation of nuclear-weapon-free zones
(NWFZ) as one of the most significant advances in
the field of disarmament in the last few decades. The
consolidation and expansion of such zones contri-
butes, in the group's view, to the building of a more
stable and secure world. As representatives of the
first region of the world to have prohibited nuclear
weapons (see Treaty of Tlatelolco), the group sup-
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ports the initiative to promote the gradual develop-
ment of a NWFZ spanning the Southern Hemisphere
and adjacent areas to the north of the equator, where
applicable in conformity with specific treaties, and
appeals to the international community to reaffirm its
support for efforts aimed at the creation of such a
zone. The Group urges nuclear-weapon States to
withdraw the interpretive statements made at the time
of their accession to the protocols of the Treaty of
Tlatelolco.

Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC): The group
considers the CWC as a model instrument for the
international community to control and eliminate the
danger of WMD, on account of its non-
discriminatory nature, the balance that it establishes
between disarmament and nonproliferation, and the
system that it introduces for international cooperation
in this field for peaceful purposes. The group notes
that sustained progress has been made in its imple-
mentation and it is confident that the recent agree-
ment signed between the Organization for the Prohi-
bition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) and the UN
will contribute not only to strengthening efforts to
ensure the universality of the Convention but also to
the ultimate objective, which is the total elimination
of these WMD from the face of the earth.

Biological and Toxin Weapons Conventions
(BTWC): The group regrets the lack of progress to-
ward the conclusion of a protocol for the verification
of the BTWC. It hopes that at the next review confe-
rence of the convention, the mandate of the Ad Hoc
Working Group will be renewed so that negotiations
can continue with a view to finalizing the elaboration
of that international juridical instrument.

Conventional Weapons: The Rio Group supports
the holding of a debate on achieving universality for
treaties related to the prohibition of the sale of small
arms and light weapons to non-state actors and
progress toward the eradication of anti-personnel
mines. The group shares the view that it is urgently
necessary to achieve the universalization of the Otta-
wa Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stock-
piling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel
Mines and Their Destruction. The group expresses its
firm intention to prevent, combat, and eliminate the
illicit trade in small arms and light weapons at the
national, sub-regional, regional, and global levels,
including measures to promote international coopera-
tion and assistance. It supports the Program of Action
adopted by the UN, which complements the progress
achieved in the group's region in this area.

4™ Special Session on Disarmament (SSOD-IV):
The Rio Group supports the work of the UN Disar-
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mament Commission to consider the objectives and
agenda, including the possible establishment of a
preparatory committee for the fourth special session
of the UN General Assembly devoted to disarma-
ment.

Developments:

2009: On 11 May, the 14" ministerial meeting of the
European Union and the Rio Group convened for
four days to discuss topics such as energy security
and climate change. Representatives of the EU and
the Rio Group meet every two years.

On 29 June, an extraordinary session of the Rio
Group was held in Managua, Nicaragua, regarding
the coup d’état over the Honduran President José
Manuel Zelaya. The member nations of the Rio
Group urged the Honduran armed forces to subordi-
nate to President Jose Manuel Zelaya and called for
his immediate reinstatement.

Mexico will host the XXI Summit of Heads of State
and Government of the Rio Group in 2010.

2008: The XX Summit of Heads of State and Gov-
ernment of the Rio Group took place from 6-7 March
in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. Guyana was
accepted as a full member and Haiti as a member by
acclamation. The declaration affirmed Members’
determination to combat terrorism in all its forms,
with strict adherence to international law. Members
also reaffirmed the need for greater efficiency, trans-
parency, and democracy in the UN Security Council.

On 6 October, Mexico addressed the UN First Com-
mittee on behalf of the Rio Group, highlighting some
of the contributions its Member States had made in
the areas of nonproliferation and disarmament and
calling on States to support many of the First Com-
mittee resolutions.

On 13 November, Cuba was accepted as a member of
the Rio Group.

2007: The XIX Summit of Heads of State and Gov-
ernment took place on 3 March in Turkeyen, Guyana.
The declaration strongly rejected terrorism in all its
forms and reaffirmed Members’ commitment to pre-
vent and eliminate terrorism and its financing by
cooperating fully with the mandates of national and
international law. The Heads of State and Govern-
ment expressed their commitment to fostering
progress towards the objective of nuclear disarma-
ment, particularly at the upcoming NPT Preparatory
Committee. Satisfaction was expressed with the polit-
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ical message conveyed by the 40" anniversary of the
Treaty of Tlatelolco on 14 February.

On 8 Octaber, the Dominican Republic addressed the
UN First Committee on behalf of the Rio Group. The
statement emphasized nuclear weapons issues, par-
ticularly the importance of all three pillars of the
NPT, the danger of permitting nuclear cooperation
with an NPT non-party, and the necessity of the entry
into force of the CTBT.

2005: The XII Institutionalized Ministerial Meeting
between the Rio Group and the European Union was
held in Luxembourg on 26-27 May. The meeting was
chaired by Argentine Foreign Minister Rafael Bielsa
and Luxembourg Deputy Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs and Immigration Jean Assel-
born, President of the EU Council. The ministers
recalled that terrorism poses a threat to peace and
security and noted the importance of reaching a
common definition of terrorism and of completing
the negotiation of a global international convention
on terrorism, as proposed by the United Nations Sec-
retary General.

The ministers also considered that progress in non-
proliferation of WMD, arms control, and disarma-
ment is a main objective of the international commu-
nity.

The ministers reiterated their commitment to comply
with and promote the universal adherence to the
Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpil-
ing, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel
Mines and on Their Destruction and to the fight
against illicit traffic of small arms and light weapons.
They also expressed their intention to implement the
2005-2009 Nairobi Action Plan.

The XIX Summit Meeting of Heads of State and
Government was held in Argentina on 20 September.
Belize was approved as a member.

2004: The XVIII Summit Meeting of Heads of State
and Government was held in Brazil on 2-5 Novem-
ber. The meeting adopted the Rio de Janeiro Declara-
tion which focused on the two main topics of the
meeting’s agenda: the political situation in Haiti and
furthering dialogue with Cuba, the only regional
power that remains outside the Rio Group. The decla-
ration briefly mentions the importance of multilateral
approaches to international security and calls for
United Nations reforms. No specific references were
made to terrorism, nonproliferation or related topics.

2003: The XI Institutionalized Ministerial Meeting
between the Rio Group and the European Union was
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held in Athens on 28 March. The ministers renewed
their commitment to strengthening cooperation in
fighting the world-wide drug problem and related
crimes, illegal trafficking in small arms and light
weapons, corruption, organized crime, drug traffick-
ing, diversion of chemical precursors, money laun-
dering, and the prevention of the use of monetary
resources to finance terrorism and crimes globally.

The XVII Summit Meeting of Heads of State and
Government was held in Peru on 23-24 May. The
meeting adopted the Cusco Consensus, which
presents the strategic agenda for the activities of the
Rio Group. The consensus states that a wide range of
threats, including all forms and manifestations of
terrorism, organized transnational crime, illicit arms
trafficking, and the shipment of radioactive material
must be addressed through joint international cooper-
ation within the framework of respect for the sove-
reignty of Member States.

2002: In March, the Rio Group Foreign Ministers
issued a Communiqué on “Radioactive Waste and
Transport” (A/56/360). They called upon the interna-
tional community to strengthen the international legal
regime applicable to the security of the maritime
transport of radioactive waste.

On 1 October, at the First Committee of the 57" ses-
sion of the UN General Assembly, Costa Rica, on
behalf of the Rio Group, welcomed and commended
Cuba’s decision to accede to the NPT and ratify the
Tlatelolco Treaty. Furthermore, it “urged the five
Central Asian States to finalize their negotiations” on
a NWFZ treaty in the region. In the same vein, the
group supported the creation of “a nuclear-free zone”
in the Southern Hemisphere and its neighboring
areas.

The group especially condemned the development of
new nuclear weapons. It endorsed the outcome of the
Conference of Measures to Facilitate the Entrance
into Effect of the CTBT and invited all states to sign
this “crucial” instrument.

2000: At the June 2000 Cartagena summit of the
group, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Sal-
vador, Honduras, and Nicaragua participated in the
group as full and individual members, and no longer
as rotational representatives, which had been the
practice up to that time. The group adopted the Car-
tagena declaration titled "Rio Group 2000: Commit-
ment to the Millennium,™ in which the Member States
maintained that nuclear disarmament was the respon-
sibility of all states, primarily of those that possess
nuclear weapons, and that it was incumbent on the
international community, represented in the UN, to
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take specific steps to promote the nonproliferation
and the elimination of nuclear weapons.

1999: In March, the Rio Group issued the Veracruz
Act, which consolidated the positions and principles
that were shared and agreed upon throughout this
period, specifically democracy, the consolidation of
peace in Central America, the Panama Canal, the
promotion and protection of human rights, peace,
security and disarmament, actions against terrorism,
corruption, and the drug problem.
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