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 Peaceful Uses 

Peaceful Uses of 

Nuclear Energy 

 (GOV/COM.8/OR.152 – Para 30) The representative of CUBA, speaking 

on behalf of NAM, said that, in the final document of the Ministerial 

Meeting of the Non-Aligned Movement held in Tehran from 27 to 30 July 

2008, the ministers had — inter alia — reaffirmed the inalienable right of 

developing countries to engage in “research, production and use of atomic 

energy for peaceful purposes, without any discrimination” and had 

stressed the responsibility of developed countries to promote the 

legitimate utilization of nuclear energy in developing countries by 

allowing them to participate as much as possible in the transfer of nuclear 

equipment and materials and scientific and technological information for 

peaceful purposes. Also, the ministers had expressed their full confidence 

in the impartiality and professionalism of the Agency’s Secretariat and 

had strongly rejected attempts by any Member State to politicize the work 

of the Agency, including its technical co-operation programmes, in 

violation of the Statute.  

 (GOV/COM.8/OR.152 – Para 31) NAM considered especially relevant 

the guiding principles contained in document INFCIRC/267, which 

established that the Agency’s technical cooperation activities should 

facilitate the free access of Member States to the peaceful uses of atomic 

energy, the transfer of nuclear technology, the development of research, 

the application and utilization of atomic energy for peaceful purposes in 

Member States and the promotion of cooperation between them for that 

purpose. Also, NAM attached great importance to Article III.C of the 

Statute, which stated that, in carrying out its functions, the Agency “shall 

not make assistance to members subject to any political, economic, 

military, or other conditions in compatible with the provisions of this 

Statute” — a principle that was appropriately reflected in document 

INFCIRC/267.  

 (GOV/COM.8/OR.152 – Para 32) In that connection, NAM continued to 

believe that TACC should be kept free of politics and that its 

recommendations should be based on purely technical and financial 

considerations. It also continued to believe that the technical cooperation 

programme proposed for a Member State should not be blocked, delayed 

or otherwise hindered on the basis of mere suspicion or unproven 

allegations.  

 (GOV/COM.8/OR.152 – Para 33) NAM recognized the impartiality and 

professionalism of the Secretariat in preparing the proposed technical 

cooperation programme for 2009–2011 and had been pleased to learn 

that, in its preparation, the Secretariat had complied strictly with the 

provisions of the relevant articles of the Statute, the guiding principles 



and general operating rules contained in document INFCIRC/267, and the 

relevant resolutions of the Security Council and the Board of Governors.  

 (GOV/COM.8/OR.152 – Para 34) NAM attached great importance to the 

ongoing and the proposed new projects designed to benefit developing 

countries, particularly those relating to medicine, agriculture, nuclear 

safety and nuclear power.  

 (GOV/COM.8/OR.152 – Para 35) In NAM’s view, there was no technical 

or legal basis for rejecting any of the proposed technical cooperation 

projects.  

 (GOV/COM.8/OR.152 – Para 36) Consequently, NAM believed that 

TACC should recommend to the Board that it approve the proposed 

technical cooperation programme for 2009–2011 in its entirety. 
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