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Thematic Summary of the 5th Heads of State Summit of the Non-Aligned Movement, 
Colombo, Sri Lanka (1976) 

 
Disarmament 

 

Disarmament and 
Development 

 
(Final Document, Para 136) The Conference declared that the arms 
race is inconsistent with efforts aimed at achieving the New 
International Economic Order in view of the urgent need to divert the 
resources utilized for the acceleration of the arms race towards socio-
economic development, particularly of the developing countries. 
 

Arms Races 

 
(Final Document, Para 136) The Conference declared that the arms 
race is inconsistent with efforts aimed at achieving the New 
International Economic Order in view of the urgent need to divert the 
resources utilized for the acceleration of the arms race towards socio-
economic development, particularly of the developing countries. 
 

NAM Involvement and 
Contributions 

 
(Final Document, Para 139) The Conference also recommended in 
the meantime, that Members of the Non-Aligned movement request 
holding of a Special Session of the General Assembly as early as 
possible and no later than 1978. The Agenda of the Special Session 
should include:- a. a review of the problem of disarmament, b. the 
promotion and elaboration of a programme, of priorities and 
recommendations in the field of disarmament, c. the question of 
convening a World Disarmament Conference. 
 
(Final Document, Para 140) The Conference emphasized the 
necessity to strengthen international peace and security and ratified 
their firm decision to reinforce solidarity and mutual assistance among 
the Non-Aligned Countries in order to confront more effectively 
threats, pressures, aggressions and other political or economic actions 
directed against them by imperialism. 
 
(Final Document, Para 141) In this sense, the Conference recalled that 
Resolution No. 3 concerning economic security and collective action 
adopted at the 4th Summit Conference in Algiers remains fully in force; 
as do the measures indicated in the strategy of the Lima Programme, 
whose aim is to guarantee full exercise of their sovereignty and 
independent development processes particularly in the case of 
aggressions, pressures or coercion. 
 

 
United Nations Fora 
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UN General Assembly 

 
(Final Document, Para 139) The Conference also recommended in 
the meantime, that Members of the Non-Aligned movement request 
holding of a Special Session of the General Assembly as early as 
possible and no later than 1978. The Agenda of the Special Session 
should include:- a. a review of the problem of disarmament, b. the 
promotion and elaboration of a programme, of priorities and 
recommendations in the field of disarmament, c. the question of 
convening a World Disarmament Conference. 
 

SSOD 

 
(Final Document, Para 139) The Conference also recommended in 
the meantime, that Members of the Non-Aligned movement request 
holding of a Special Session of the General Assembly as early as 
possible and no later than 1978. The Agenda of the Special Session 
should include:- a. a review of the problem of disarmament, b. the 
promotion and elaboration of a programme, of priorities and 
recommendations in the field of disarmament, c. the question of 
convening a World Disarmament Conference. 
 

World Disarmament 

Conference 

 
(Final Document, Para 138) The Conference reiterated the urgent 
need to adopt effective measures leading to the convening of a World 
Disarmament Conference. 
 
(Final Document, Para 139) The Conference also recommended in 
the meantime, that Members of the Non-Aligned movement request 
holding of a Special Session of the General Assembly as early as 
possible and no later than 1978. The Agenda of the Special Session 
should include:- a. a review of the problem of disarmament, b. the 
promotion and elaboration of a programme, of priorities and 
recommendations in the field of disarmament, c. the question of 
convening a World Disarmament Conference. 
 

Test Ban and CTBT 

 
(Final Document, Para 135) The Conference expressed its conviction 
that universal peace and security can be assured only by general and 
complete disarmament, in particular nuclear disarmament, under 
effective international control and that essential measures to that end 
should include the complete cessation of all nuclear weapon tests 
pending the conclusion of a test ban treaty, an unequivocal renunciation 
of the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons as well as chemical, 
bacteriological and other weapons of mass destruction and the 
elimination of arsenals of all such weapons. 
 

 
Chemical and Biological Weapons 

 

Chemical Weapons 

 
(Final Document, Para 135) The Conference expressed its conviction 
that universal peace and security can be assured only by general and 
complete disarmament, in particular nuclear disarmament, under 
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effective international control and that essential measures to that end 
should include the complete cessation of all nuclear weapon tests 
pending the conclusion of a test ban treaty, an unequivocal renunciation 
of the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons as well as chemical, 
bacteriological and other weapons of mass destruction and the 
elimination of arsenals of all such weapons. 
 

Biological Weapons 

 
(Final Document, Para 135) The Conference expressed its conviction 
that universal peace and security can be assured only by general and 
complete disarmament, in particular nuclear disarmament, under 
effective international control and that essential measures to that end 
should include the complete cessation of all nuclear weapon tests 
pending the conclusion of a test ban treaty, an unequivocal renunciation 
of the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons as well as chemical, 
bacteriological and other weapons of mass destruction and the 
elimination of arsenals of all such weapons. 
 

 
Security Assurances 

 

Nuclear-Weapon States 

Role 

 
(Final Document, Para 135) The Conference expressed its conviction 
that universal peace and security can be assured only by general and 
complete disarmament, in particular nuclear disarmament, under 
effective international control and that essential measures to that end 
should include the complete cessation of all nuclear weapon tests 
pending the conclusion of a test ban treaty, an unequivocal renunciation 
of the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons as well as chemical, 
bacteriological and other weapons of mass destruction and the 
elimination of arsenals of all such weapons. 
 

 
Conventional Weapons 

 

Licit Access to 
Conventional Weapons 

 
(Final Document, Para 137) The Conference urged all states to 
accelerate negotiations, with a view to securing, as rapidly as possible 
and within the context of the Diplomatic Conference which will hold a 
meeting in Geneva next year, the prohibition of certain conventional 
weapons of an indiscriminate or cruel nature, particularly the 
prohibition of the use of napalm and other incendiary weapons. 
 

Incendiary Weapons 

 
(Final Document, Para 137) The Conference urged all states to 
accelerate negotiations, with a view to securing, as rapidly as possible 
and within the context of the Diplomatic Conference which will hold a 
meeting in Geneva next year, the prohibition of certain conventional 
weapons of an indiscriminate or cruel nature, particularly the 
prohibition of the use of napalm and other incendiary weapons. 
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Convention on Certain 
Conventional Weapons 

 
(Final Document, Para 137) The Conference urged all states to 
accelerate negotiations, with a view to securing, as rapidly as possible 
and within the context of the Diplomatic Conference which will hold a 
meeting in Geneva next year, the prohibition of certain conventional 
weapons of an indiscriminate or cruel nature, particularly the 
prohibition of the use of napalm and other incendiary weapons. 
 

 


