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Thematic Summary of the 7th Heads of State Summit of the Non-Aligned Movement, 
New Delhi, India (1983) 

 
Disarmament 

 

Nuclear-Weapon States 
Obligations 

 
(Final Document, Para 30) The Heads of State or Government 
reiterated their conviction that international peace and security can only 
be ensured through general and complete disarmament, in particular 
nuclear disarmament, under effective international control. In order to 
prevent effectively the horizontal and vertical proliferation of nuclear 
weapons, nuclear-weapon States should adopt urgent measures for 
halting and reversing the nuclear arms race. Pending the achievement 
of nuclear disarmament, the Heads of State or Government, in the name 
of humanity, demanded an immediate prohibition of the use or threat 
of use of nuclear weapons by all nuclear-weapon States. They further 
called for a freeze on the development, production, stockpiling and 
deployment of nuclear weapons and the speedy finalization of a 
comprehensive treaty banning the testing of nuclear weapons. They 
also reiterated that the nuclear-weapon States have an obligation to 
guarantee that non-nuclear-weapon States will not be threatened or 
attacked with nuclear weapons. The Heads of State or Government 
recommended that negotiations should proceed without delay for the 
conclusion of an agreed international instrument on effective 
international arrangements to insure all non-nuclear-weapon States, 
without any discrimination, against the use or threat of use of nuclear 
weapons. 
 
(Final Document, Para 32) The Heads of State or Government 
expressed grave concern that certain nuclear-weapon States have 
deployed or intend to deploy nuclear weapons in various regions of the 
world. 
 
(Final Document, Para 34) The Heads of State or Government 
expressed their deep disappointment at the failure of the second special 
session of the United Nations General Assembly devoted to 
disarmament to achieve meaningful results. Efforts to adopt a 
comprehensive programme on disarmament and other measures for 
disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, failed due to the 
inflexible positions adopted by some of the major powers. The Heads 
of State or Government reaffirmed that the principles and priorities 
contained in the Final Document of the first special session of the 
United Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmament retained all 
their validity and that the objectives and measures contained therein 
still represent a goal to be achieved, for which the non-aligned countries 
would continue to work untiringly. In this context, they welcomed and 
fully supported the World Disarmament Campaign launched during the 
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second special session of the United Nations General Assembly 
devoted to disarmament. They also called for the early elaboration of 
the comprehensive programme of disarmament so as to ensure its 
adoption at the thirty-eighth session of the United Nations General 
Assembly. 
 
(Final Document, Para 37) The Heads of State or Government urged 
the major nuclear-weapon States to pursue their negotiations on arms 
limitation and disarmament with greater vigour. Bearing in mind the 
vital interest that all States have in disarmament, they urged these States 
to keep the United Nations informed of the progress achieved in the 
above-mentioned negotiations. 
 

Arms Races 

 
(Final Document, Para 28) The Heads of State or Government 
consider that the greatest peril facing the world today is the threat to the 
survival of mankind from a nuclear war. Disarmament, in particular 
nuclear disarmament, is no longer a moral issue; it is an issue of human 
survival. Yet the renewed escalation in the nuclear arms race, both in 
its quantitative and qualitative dimension, as well as reliance on 
doctrines of nuclear deterrence, has heightened the risk of the outbreak 
of nuclear war and led to greater insecurity and instability in 
international relations. Nuclear weapons are more than weapons of war. 
They are instruments of mass annihilation. The Heads of State or 
Government therefore find it unacceptable that the security of all States 
and the very survival of mankind should be held hostage to the security 
interests of a handful of nuclear-weapon States. Measures for the 
prevention of nuclear war and of nuclear disarmament must take into 
account the security interests of nuclear-weapon and non-nuclear-
weapon States alike and ensure that the survival of mankind is not 
endangered. They rejected all theories and concepts pertaining to the 
possession of nuclear weapons and their use under any circumstances. 
 
(Final Document, Para 29) The qualitative development of 
conventional weapons adds a new dimension to the arms race, 
especially among States possessing the largest military arsenals. New 
generations of nuclear weapons and chemical weapons with increased 
lethality and greater accuracy are being deployed and there is 
increasing danger of the extension of the arms race into outer space. All 
these developments have greatly aggravated the dangers to the survival 
of human civilization. 
 
(Final Document, Para 30) The Heads of State or Government 
reiterated their conviction that international peace and security can only 
be ensured through general and complete disarmament, in particular 
nuclear disarmament, under effective international control. In order to 
prevent effectively the horizontal and vertical proliferation of nuclear 
weapons, nuclear-weapon States should adopt urgent measures for 
halting and reversing the nuclear arms race. Pending the achievement 
of nuclear disarmament, the Heads of State or Government, in the name 
of humanity, demanded an immediate prohibition of the use or threat 
of use of nuclear weapons by all nuclear-weapon States. They further 
called for a freeze on the development, production, stockpiling and 
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deployment of nuclear weapons and the speedy finalization of a 
comprehensive treaty banning the testing of nuclear weapons. They 
also reiterated that the nuclear-weapon States have an obligation to 
guarantee that non-nuclear-weapon States will not be threatened or 
attacked with nuclear weapons. The Heads of State or Government 
recommended that negotiations should proceed without delay for the 
conclusion of an agreed international instrument on effective 
international arrangements to insure all non-nuclear-weapon States, 
without any discrimination, against the use or threat of use of nuclear 
weapons. 
 

Bilateral Disarmament 

 
(Final Document, Para 37) The Heads of State or Government urged 
the major nuclear-weapon States to pursue their negotiations on arms 
limitation and disarmament with greater vigour. Bearing in mind the 
vital interest that all States have in disarmament, they urged these States 
to keep the United Nations informed of the progress achieved in the 
above-mentioned negotiations. 
 

Disarmament and 
Nonproliferation 

 
(Final Document, Para 30) The Heads of State or Government 
reiterated their conviction that international peace and security can only 
be ensured through general and complete disarmament, in particular 
nuclear disarmament, under effective international control. In order to 
prevent effectively the horizontal and vertical proliferation of nuclear 
weapons, nuclear-weapon States should adopt urgent measures for 
halting and reversing the nuclear arms race. Pending the achievement 
of nuclear disarmament, the Heads of State or Government, in the name 
of humanity, demanded an immediate prohibition of the use or threat 
of use of nuclear weapons by all nuclear-weapon States. They further 
called for a freeze on the development, production, stockpiling and 
deployment of nuclear weapons and the speedy finalization of a 
comprehensive treaty banning the testing of nuclear weapons. They 
also reiterated that the nuclear-weapon States have an obligation to 
guarantee that non-nuclear-weapon States will not be threatened or 
attacked with nuclear weapons. The Heads of State or Government 
recommended that negotiations should proceed without delay for the 
conclusion of an agreed international instrument on effective 
international arrangements to insure all non-nuclear-weapon States, 
without any discrimination, against the use or threat of use of nuclear 
weapons. 
 

Modernization and 

Development of Nuclear 
Weapons 

 
(Final Document, Para 28) The Heads of State or Government 
consider that the greatest peril facing the world today is the threat to the 
survival of mankind from a nuclear war. Disarmament, in particular 
nuclear disarmament, is no longer a moral issue; it is an issue of human 
survival. Yet the renewed escalation in the nuclear arms race, both in 
its quantitative and qualitative dimension, as well as reliance on 
doctrines of nuclear deterrence, has heightened the risk of the outbreak 
of nuclear war and led to greater insecurity and instability in 
international relations. Nuclear weapons are more than weapons of war. 
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They are instruments of mass annihilation. The Heads of State or 
Government therefore find it unacceptable that the security of all States 
and the very survival of mankind should be held hostage to the security 
interests of a handful of nuclear-weapon States. Measures for the 
prevention of nuclear war and of nuclear disarmament must take into 
account the security interests of nuclear-weapon and non-nuclear-
weapon States alike and ensure that the survival of mankind is not 
endangered. They rejected all theories and concepts pertaining to the 
possession of nuclear weapons and their use under any circumstances. 
 
(Final Document, Para 30) The Heads of State or Government 
reiterated their conviction that international peace and security can only 
be ensured through general and complete disarmament, in particular 
nuclear disarmament, under effective international control. In order to 
prevent effectively the horizontal and vertical proliferation of nuclear 
weapons, nuclear-weapon States should adopt urgent measures for 
halting and reversing the nuclear arms race. Pending the achievement 
of nuclear disarmament, the Heads of State or Government, in the name 
of humanity, demanded an immediate prohibition of the use or threat 
of use of nuclear weapons by all nuclear-weapon States. They further 
called for a freeze on the development, production, stockpiling and 
deployment of nuclear weapons and the speedy finalization of a 
comprehensive treaty banning the testing of nuclear weapons. They 
also reiterated that the nuclear-weapon States have an obligation to 
guarantee that non-nuclear-weapon States will not be threatened or 
attacked with nuclear weapons. The Heads of State or Government 
recommended that negotiations should proceed without delay for the 
conclusion of an agreed international instrument on effective 
international arrangements to insure all non-nuclear-weapon States, 
without any discrimination, against the use or threat of use of nuclear 
weapons. 
 
(Final Document, Para 32) The Heads of State or Government 
expressed grave concern that certain nuclear-weapon States have 
deployed or intend to deploy nuclear weapons in various regions of the 
world. 
 

NAM Involvement and 
Contributions 

 
(Final Document, Para 34) The Heads of State or Government 
expressed their deep disappointment at the failure of the second special 
session of the United Nations General Assembly devoted to 
disarmament to achieve meaningful results. Efforts to adopt a 
comprehensive programme on disarmament and other measures for 
disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, failed due to the 
inflexible positions adopted by some of the major powers. The Heads 
of State or Government reaffirmed that the principles and priorities 
contained in the Final Document of the first special session of the 
United Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmament retained all 
their validity and that the objectives and measures contained therein 
still represent a goal to be achieved, for which the non-aligned countries 
would continue to work untiringly. In this context, they welcomed and 
fully supported the World Disarmament Campaign launched during the 
second special session of the United Nations General Assembly 
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devoted to disarmament. They also called for the early elaboration of 
the comprehensive programme of disarmament so as to ensure its 
adoption at the thirty-eighth session of the United Nations General 
Assembly. 
 
(Final Document, Para 35) In order to avoid a further deterioration of 
the situation, the Heads of State or Government called for urgent 
consideration by the world community of the proposals advanced by 
the non-aligned countries. 
 
(Final Document, Para 38) Reviewing the international situation, the 
Heads of State or Government expressed grave concern over the 
continuing existence and further aggravation of focal points of 
aggression and hotbeds of tension in different regions of the world. 
 

 
United Nations Fora 

 

UN General Assembly 

 
(Final Document, Para 34) The Heads of State or Government 
expressed their deep disappointment at the failure of the second special 
session of the United Nations General Assembly devoted to 
disarmament to achieve meaningful results. Efforts to adopt a 
comprehensive programme on disarmament and other measures for 
disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, failed due to the 
inflexible positions adopted by some of the major powers. The Heads 
of State or Government reaffirmed that the principles and priorities 
contained in the Final Document of the first special session of the 
United Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmament retained all 
their validity and that the objectives and measures contained therein 
still represent a goal to be achieved, for which the non-aligned countries 
would continue to work untiringly. In this context, they welcomed and 
fully supported the World Disarmament Campaign launched during the 
second special session of the United Nations General Assembly 
devoted to disarmament. They also called for the early elaboration of 
the comprehensive programme of disarmament so as to ensure its 
adoption at the thirty-eighth session of the United Nations General 
Assembly. 
 

SSOD 

 
(Final Document, Para 34) The Heads of State or Government 
expressed their deep disappointment at the failure of the second special 
session of the United Nations General Assembly devoted to 
disarmament to achieve meaningful results. Efforts to adopt a 
comprehensive programme on disarmament and other measures for 
disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, failed due to the 
inflexible positions adopted by some of the major powers. The Heads 
of State or Government reaffirmed that the principles and priorities 
contained in the Final Document of the first special session of the 
United Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmament retained all 
their validity and that the objectives and measures contained therein 
still represent a goal to be achieved, for which the non-aligned countries 
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would continue to work untiringly. In this context, they welcomed and 
fully supported the World Disarmament Campaign launched during the 
second special session of the United Nations General Assembly 
devoted to disarmament. They also called for the early elaboration of 
the comprehensive programme of disarmament so as to ensure its 
adoption at the thirty-eighth session of the United Nations General 
Assembly. 
 

Test Ban and CTBT 

 
(Final Document, Para 30) The Heads of State or Government 
reiterated their conviction that international peace and security can only 
be ensured through general and complete disarmament, in particular 
nuclear disarmament, under effective international control. In order to 
prevent effectively the horizontal and vertical proliferation of nuclear 
weapons, nuclear-weapon States should adopt urgent measures for 
halting and reversing the nuclear arms race. Pending the achievement 
of nuclear disarmament, the Heads of State or Government, in the name 
of humanity, demanded an immediate prohibition of the use or threat 
of use of nuclear weapons by all nuclear-weapon States. They further 
called for a freeze on the development, production, stockpiling and 
deployment of nuclear weapons and the speedy finalization of a 
comprehensive treaty banning the testing of nuclear weapons. They 
also reiterated that the nuclear-weapon States have an obligation to 
guarantee that non-nuclear-weapon States will not be threatened or 
attacked with nuclear weapons. The Heads of State or Government 
recommended that negotiations should proceed without delay for the 
conclusion of an agreed international instrument on effective 
international arrangements to insure all non-nuclear-weapon States, 
without any discrimination, against the use or threat of use of nuclear 
weapons. 
 

Conference on 
Disarmament 

 
(Final Document, Para 36) The Heads of State or Government 
underlined the central role and primary responsibility of the United 
Nations in the field of disarmament. They called upon the Committee 
on Disarmament, as the sole multilateral negotiating body in the field 
of disarmament, to fulfil its mandate and adopt concrete measures of 
disarmament, in particular nuclear disarmament. 
 

World Disarmament 
Campaign 

 
(Final Document, Para 34) The Heads of State or Government 
expressed their deep disappointment at the failure of the second special 
session of the United Nations General Assembly devoted to 
disarmament to achieve meaningful results. Efforts to adopt a 
comprehensive programme on disarmament and other measures for 
disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, failed due to the 
inflexible positions adopted by some of the major powers. The Heads 
of State or Government reaffirmed that the principles and priorities 
contained in the Final Document of the first special session of the 
United Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmament retained all 
their validity and that the objectives and measures contained therein 
still represent a goal to be achieved, for which the non-aligned countries 
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would continue to work untiringly. In this context, they welcomed and 
fully supported the World Disarmament Campaign launched during the 
second special session of the United Nations General Assembly 
devoted to disarmament. They also called for the early elaboration of 
the comprehensive programme of disarmament so as to ensure its 
adoption at the thirty-eighth session of the United Nations General 
Assembly. 
 

 
Chemical and Biological Weapons 

 

Chemical Weapons 

 
(Final Document, Para 29) The qualitative development of 
conventional weapons adds a new dimension to the arms race, 
especially among States possessing the largest military arsenals. New 
generations of nuclear weapons and chemical weapons with increased 
lethality and greater accuracy are being deployed and there is 
increasing danger of the extension of the arms race into outer space. All 
these developments have greatly aggravated the dangers to the survival 
of human civilization. 
 
(Final Document, Para 33) The Conference emphasized that while 
nuclear disarmament has the highest priority, efforts should be made to 
conclude without further delay a treaty banning chemical weapons. 
Conventional disarmament must also be pursued within the context of 
progress towards general and complete disarmament. The Heads of 
State or Government declared once again that outer space should be 
used exclusively for peaceful purposes. 
 

 
Outer Space 

 

International Cooperation 
on Outer Space 

 
(Final Document, Para 33) The Conference emphasized that while 
nuclear disarmament has the highest priority, efforts should be made to 
conclude without further delay a treaty banning chemical weapons. 
Conventional disarmament must also be pursued within the context of 
progress towards general and complete disarmament. The Heads of 
State or Government declared once again that outer space should be 
used exclusively for peaceful purposes. 
 

Missile Defense Systems 

 
(Final Document, Para 29) The qualitative development of 
conventional weapons adds a new dimension to the arms race, 
especially among States possessing the largest military arsenals. New 
generations of nuclear weapons and chemical weapons with increased 
lethality and greater accuracy are being deployed and there is 
increasing danger of the extension of the arms race into outer space. All 
these developments have greatly aggravated the dangers to the survival 
of human civilization. 
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NWFZs 

 

Contributions to 
Disarmament 

 
(Final Document, Para 31) The Heads of State or Government 
affirmed that the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones on the 
basis of arrangements freely arrived at among the States of the region 
concerned constituted an important disarmament measure. The 
establishment of such zones in different parts of the world should be 
encouraged with the ultimate objective of achieving a world entirely 
free of nuclear weapons. 
 

Contributions to 
Nonproliferation 

 
(Final Document, Para 31) The Heads of State or Government 
affirmed that the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones on the 
basis of arrangements freely arrived at among the States of the region 
concerned constituted an important disarmament measure. The 
establishment of such zones in different parts of the world should be 
encouraged with the ultimate objective of achieving a world entirely 
free of nuclear weapons. 
 

 
Security Assurances 

 

Nuclear-Weapon States 
Role 

 
(Final Document, Para 30) The Heads of State or Government 
reiterated their conviction that international peace and security can only 
be ensured through general and complete disarmament, in particular 
nuclear disarmament, under effective international control. In order to 
prevent effectively the horizontal and vertical proliferation of nuclear 
weapons, nuclear-weapon States should adopt urgent measures for 
halting and reversing the nuclear arms race. Pending the achievement 
of nuclear disarmament, the Heads of State or Government, in the name 
of humanity, demanded an immediate prohibition of the use or threat 
of use of nuclear weapons by all nuclear-weapon States. They further 
called for a freeze on the development, production, stockpiling and 
deployment of nuclear weapons and the speedy finalization of a 
comprehensive treaty banning the testing of nuclear weapons. They 
also reiterated that the nuclear-weapon States have an obligation to 
guarantee that non-nuclear-weapon States will not be threatened or 
attacked with nuclear weapons. The Heads of State or Government 
recommended that negotiations should proceed without delay for the 
conclusion of an agreed international instrument on effective 
international arrangements to insure all non-nuclear-weapon States, 
without any discrimination, against the use or threat of use of nuclear 
weapons. 
 

Legally-Binding 
International Convention 

or Instrument 

 
(Final Document, Para 30) The Heads of State or Government 
reiterated their conviction that international peace and security can only 
be ensured through general and complete disarmament, in particular 
nuclear disarmament, under effective international control. In order to 
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prevent effectively the horizontal and vertical proliferation of nuclear 
weapons, nuclear-weapon States should adopt urgent measures for 
halting and reversing the nuclear arms race. Pending the achievement 
of nuclear disarmament, the Heads of State or Government, in the name 
of humanity, demanded an immediate prohibition of the use or threat 
of use of nuclear weapons by all nuclear-weapon States. They further 
called for a freeze on the development, production, stockpiling and 
deployment of nuclear weapons and the speedy finalization of a 
comprehensive treaty banning the testing of nuclear weapons. They 
also reiterated that the nuclear-weapon States have an obligation to 
guarantee that non-nuclear-weapon States will not be threatened or 
attacked with nuclear weapons. The Heads of State or Government 
recommended that negotiations should proceed without delay for the 
conclusion of an agreed international instrument on effective 
international arrangements to insure all non-nuclear-weapon States, 
without any discrimination, against the use or threat of use of nuclear 
weapons. 
 

 
Conventional Weapons 

 

Licit Access to 
Conventional Weapons 

 
(Final Document, Para 29) The qualitative development of 
conventional weapons adds a new dimension to the arms race, 
especially among States possessing the largest military arsenals. New 
generations of nuclear weapons and chemical weapons with increased 
lethality and greater accuracy are being deployed and there is 
increasing danger of the extension of the arms race into outer space. All 
these developments have greatly aggravated the dangers to the survival 
of human civilization. 
 

 


