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1. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to the Treaty on the Non Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons reaffirms its view that the total elimination of nuclear weapons
and the legally-binding assurance that they will never be produced again is the only
absolute guarantee against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons. The Group is
of the firm belief that, pending the total elimination of nuclear weapons, it is the
legitimate right of all non-nuclear-weapon States that have given up the nuclear-
weapon option by becoming parties to the Treaty to receive effective, universal,
unconditional, non-discriminatory and irrevocable legally binding security
assurances against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons under all
circumstances.

2. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to the Treaty stresses that the granting
of such assurances by all five nuclear-weapon States parties to all non nuclear-
weapon States parties is a commitment, the fulfilment of which provides an essential
security benefit to the States parties to the Treaty and is necessary to strengthen the
nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation regime and its credibility.

3. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to the Treaty expresses its concern
that, in spite of long-standing requests by non-nuclear-weapon States parties to the
Treaty to receive legally binding, effective, unconditional, non-discriminatory and
irrevocable negative security assurances, as well as the relevant previously agreed
commitments at the Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, no tangible progress has been made in that regard.

4. Inthat regard, the Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to the Treaty takes note
of the unilateral statements by each of the nuclear-weapon States, in which they give
very limited, conditional and insufficient security assurances against the use of
nuclear weapons to non-nuclear-weapon States parties to the Treaty. It is the view of
the Group that such unilateral statements fail to meet any of the requirements of
universal, legally binding, effective, unconditional, non-discriminatory and
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irrevocable security assurances to all non-nuclear-weapon States parties to the Treaty
against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons.

5. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to the Treaty recalls that, at successive
conferences of Heads of State or Government of the Movement of Non Aligned
Countries and ministerial conferences of the Movement, it has been reiterated that
improvements in existing nuclear weapons and the development of new types of
nuclear weapons, such as those envisaged in the Nuclear Posture Review of the
United States of America, contravene the commitments undertaken by the nuclear-
weapon States at the time of the conclusion of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban
Treaty.

6. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to the Treaty emphasizes that the
indefinite extension of the Treaty does not imply the indefinite possession by the
nuclear-weapon States of their nuclear arsenals, and considers, in that regard, that
any assumption of indefinite possession of nuclear weapons is incompatible with the
integrity and both the vertical and horizontal sustainability of the nuclear non-
proliferation regime and with the broader objective of maintaining international
peace and security.

7. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to the Treaty reaffirms that, in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, States must refrain in their
international relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity
or political independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the
purposes of the United Nations. Recalling the advisory opinion of the International
Court of Justice of 8 July 1996 on the legality of the threat or use of nuclear weapons,
the Group believes that, pending the total elimination of nuclear weapons, which is
the only absolute guarantee against the threat or use of nuclear weapons, the nuclear-
weapon States should seriously refrain, in any circumstances, from the use or threat
of use of nuclear weapons against any non-nuclear-weapon States party to the Treaty.
Pending the total elimination of nuclear weapons, it also calls upon Nuclear Weapon
States to commit to a policy of no first-use of nuclear weapons, as an interim measure
and not as a substitute to nuclear disarmament.

8. The Movement expresses its deepest concern over the immediate,
indiscriminate and massive death and destruction that would be caused by any
nuclear weapon detonation and its long-term catastrophic consequences for human
health, the environment, and other vital economic resources, thus endangering the
life of present and future generations. The Group affirms the importance of
humanitarian considerations in the context of all deliberations and efforts in
promoting the goal of nuclear disarmament.

9. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to the Treaty firmly believes that any
use or threat of use of nuclear weapons would be a crime against humanity and a
violation of the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and international law,
in particular international humanitarian law. The Group further believes that the mere
possession of nuclear weapons is inconsistent with the principles of international
humanitarian law.

10. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to the Treaty reaffirms the validity of
the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice on the legality of the threat
or use of nuclear weapons, that “there is in neither customary nor conventional
international law any specific authorization of the threat or use of nuclear weapons”
and that “the threat or use of nuclear weapons would generally be contrary to the
rules of international law applicable in armed conflict, and in particular the principles
and rules of humanitarian law”.
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11. Inthatregard, while deploring the military and security doctrines of the nuclear-
weapon States and the strategic concept for the defence and security of the members
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, which are based on the use or threat of use
of nuclear weapons and which maintain unjustifiable concepts of security based on
promoting and developing military alliances and nuclear deterrence policies, the
Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to the Treaty strongly calls upon the nuclear-
weapon States to exclude completely the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons
from their military and security doctrines. The Group expresses its deep concern over
other policies and practices that run contrary to the principles and objectives of the
Treaty such as the continued and evolving nuclear weapons sharing arrangements
and extended deterrence.

12. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to the Treaty is also of the view that,
pending the conclusion of negotiations on universal, legally binding, effective,
unconditional, non-discriminatory and irrevocable security assurances to all
nonnuclear-weapon States parties to the Treaty against the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons, all nuclear-weapon States should fully respect their existing
commitments with regard to negative security assurances, which are limited,
conditional and insufficient, and should extend these assurances, without any
condition and discrimination, to all non-nuclear-weapon States parties to the Treaty.

13. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to the Treaty recalls that in the final
document of the 2010 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the parties to the Treaty reaffirmed and
recognized that the total elimination of nuclear weapons is the only absolute
guarantee against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons and the legitimate
interest of non-nuclear-weapon States in receiving unequivocal and legally binding
security assurances from nuclear-weapon States which could strengthen the nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation regime. The Group expresses its dissatisfaction
over the lack of required political will and efforts by the nuclear-weapon States to
fully address this legitimate interest. The Group, therefore, calls on the participants
in the 2026 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons and its Preparatory Committee — in addition to keeping nuclear
disarmament as their highest priority - to fully address this legitimate right as a matter
of priority.

14. Moreover, the Group stresses that the urgent negotiations on the provision of
the effective, unconditional, non-discriminatory, irrevocable, universal and legally
binding security assurances by all the nuclear-weapon States to all non-nuclear-
weapon States parties to the Treaty against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons
under all circumstances should also be pursued as a matter of priority and without
further delay.

15. In keeping with the above-mentioned position and in accordance with the
decision at the 2000 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to the
Treaty calls for the establishment of a subsidiary body on security assurances to
consider legally binding, unconditional, irrevocable and non-discriminatory negative
security assurances by the five nuclear-weapon States to all non-nuclear-weapon
States parties to the Treaty.

16. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to the Treaty note with grave concern
the current extensive investment, by the nuclear-weapon States, on modernization of
their nuclear forces and developing more effective and newer, including low-yield
nuclear warheads, which, by increasing the role of these inhumane weapons in their
military doctrines, lowers the threshold for the actual use of nuclear weapons. The
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Group strongly calls for putting an immediate end to this trend that in fact is a new
nuclear-arms race.

17. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties expresses its deep concern about the
declared review of the United Kingdom’s nuclear weapons policy, as contained in
the “Integrated Review 2021, that includes increasing its stockpile ceiling of nuclear
weapons by up to 44 percent, lowering the threshold for the possible use of such
weapons, and reducing transparency about its nuclear weapons. The Group notes
with utmost concern that this policy stipulates the reservation of the right to review
the existing negative security assurances.

18. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to the Treaty recalled the commitments
made towards the full implementation of the New START Treaty between the Russian
Federation and the United States, as well as the need for its renewal and follow-up
measures in order to achieve deeper reductions in their nuclear arsenals. The Group
stressed that reductions in deployments and in operational status of nuclear weapons,
although they may contribute to risk reduction, cannot substitute for irreversible cuts
in, and the total elimination of, nuclear weapons. In this context, the Group called on
the United States and the Russian Federation to apply the principles of transparency,
irreversibility and verifiability to such cuts, to further reduce their nuclear arsenals,
both warheads and delivery systems, thus contributing to the fulfillment of their
nuclear disarmament obligations and facilitating the realization of a world free of
nuclear weapons at the earliest date.

19. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to the Treaty took note of the fulfilment,
by the Russian Federation and the United States, of their commitments under the
New START treaty, and the extension of the Treaty until 2026. They called for full
and effective implementation of the Treaty, as well as the renewal of the
commitments agreed within its framework. Nonetheless, they expressed their grave
concern over the US Nuclear Posture Review and its National Security Strategy,
which run counter to its legal obligations under the Non-Proliferation Treaty and its
unequivocal undertakings under the Final Documents of its Review Conferences to
accomplish the total elimination of its nuclear arsenals. The Group also condemns
such policies, which threaten international peace and security.
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