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Nuclear-weapon-free zones

Wor king paper submitted by the members of the Group of
Non-Aligned States Partiesto the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons

1. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to theealy on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons reaffirms thia¢ Treaty recognizes the right
of any group of States to conclude regional treafie order to ensure the total
absence of nuclear weapons in their respectiveiteeies, which the Group
considers to be an important step towards stremgmigenuclear disarmament and
nuclear non-proliferation regimes. The Group igréfore, of the firm belief that the
establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones is notsudstitute for nuclear
disarmament and the total elimination of nucleaap@ns. In this regard, the Group
underlines the importance of the early fulfilmerft tbe legal obligations of and
unequivocal undertakings by the nuclear-weaponeStad eliminate all their nuclear
weapons.

2.  The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to theealy welcomes the

establishment of the Tlatelolco (Treaty for the Whdtion of Nuclear Weapons in

Latin America and the Caribbean), Rarotonga (SoR#tific Nuclear Free Zone

Treaty), Bangkok (Treaty on the South-East Asia IHacWeapon-Free Zone),

Pelindaba (African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treay)l Semipalatinsk (Treaty

on a Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone in Central Asia) @acciweapon-free zones and
consider them as positive steps and important nreastowards attaining the

objective of global nuclear disarmament and nonlifexation of nuclear weapons.

In this regard, the Group welcomes the efforts aimé establishing other nuclear-
weapon-free zones worldwide and calls for cooperatand broad consultation

among the States of the regions concerned to cdechgreements establishing such
zones.

3. In this context, the Group of Non-Aligned Stakarties to the Treaty strongly
supports the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-fa®e in the Middle East and
calls for the full implementation of the 1995 restabn on the Middle East, which is
an integral and essential part of the package ofsitens reached without a vote that
enabled the indefinite extension of the Treaty ba Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
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4. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to thealy reiterates that, pending
the total elimination of nuclear weapons and in esrdto strengthen the
non-proliferation regime, it is the legitimate rigbf all non-nuclear-weapon States
parties to the Treaty to receive effective, unieérsinconditional, non-discriminatory,
irrevocable and legally binding security assuranagainst the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons. The Group reaffirms that, in thetext of the nuclear-weapon-free
zones, it is also essential that all the nucleaapwon States provide unconditional,
non-discriminatory and concrete legal assurancesnagthe use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons to all non-nuclear-weapon Statehefzone that are parties to the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapots. this regard, the Group
strongly calls for the withdrawal of any related seevations or unilateral
interpretative declarations that are incompatibighvthe object and purpose of such
treaties. The Group further calls upon the nucleaapon States to fulfil their
obligations to achieve the objectives of the trestio establish nuclear-weapon-free
zones and their protocols.

5. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to thealy emphasizes the need to
strengthen the integrity of the statute of denudkdion provided for in the Treaty
of Tlatelolco by reviewing the declarations thatredormulated by the nuclear-
weapon States parties to Additional Protocols | ahdthereto, for possible
withdrawal or modification.

6. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to theealy urges States to
conclude agreements with a view to establishing memiear-weapon-free zones in
regions where they do not exist, in accordance \lih relevant paragraphs of the
Final Document of the first special session of tBeneral Assembly devoted to
disarmament and the principles and guidelines atbpty the United Nations

Disarmament Commission at its 1999 substantiveises$n this context, the Group
considers that the further institutionalization bfongolia’s nuclear-weapon-free
status would be an important step towards stremgtiye the non-proliferation

regime in that region.

7. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to threaly, while noting with
satisfaction the convening of the third preparatorgeting for the Third Conference
of States Parties and Signatories of Treaties #stablish Nuclear-Weapon-Free
Zones and Mongolia, which was held in New York oM@y 2014, calls upon the
States parties and signatories to those treatieputoin place further forms of
cooperation among themselves, their treaty ageramesother interested States.

8. The Group of Non-Aligned States Parties to thealy stresses the importance
of the ratification by the nuclear-weapon Statestlud relevant protocols to the
treaties of Pelindaba, Rarotonga, Semipalatinsk Bandgkok in order to ensure the
total absence of nuclear weapons in the territonéghe States parties to those
treaties, as envisaged in article VII of the Treatythe Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons.
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