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Explanatory Notes:
I. The decision-making structure today is less institutionalized 
than ever before. While the interagency mechanism continues to 
function, it is not formalized. The Security Council, which should 
unite governmental agencies, has largely abandoned that function.
II. Formally, the president and his staff are at the apex of the 
decision-making structure. In 2008, the Office of the Prime 
Minister began to play a visible and consequential role.
III. The Foreign and Defense Ministries jointly make most 
decisions on the Russian position with regard to disarmament 
issues and negotiations. Their interaction is informal but remains 
strong, including at the interdepartmental level.
IV. Since 2006, the interests of the defense industry have been 
aggregated 
by the Military-Industrial Commission. This includes the nuclear 
weapons complex: Rosatom is largely preoccupied with the 
development of the civilian nuclear sector.
V. NGOs maintain contacts with both the Foreign and the Defense 
Ministries, usually through personal contacts, and thus informally 
contribute to the development of the Russian position.
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