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Statement from DPRK Foreign Ministry Announcing Possible Nuclear Weapon Test

[See original Korean text below]

DPRK Foreign Ministry Clarifies Stand on New Measure to Bolster War Deterrent
Source: Korean Central News Agency of the DPRK (KCNA), October 3, 2006

The Foreign Ministry of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea issued the following
statement Tuesday solemnly clarifying the DPRK stand on the new measure to be taken by it to
bolster its war deterrent for self-defense:

The U.S. daily increasing threat of a nuclear war and its vicious sanctions and pressure have
caused a grave situation on the Korean Peninsula in which the supreme interests and security of
our State are seriously infringed upon and the Korean nation stands at the crossroads of life and
death.

The U.S. has become more frantic in its military exercises and arms build-up on the peninsula and
in its vicinity for the purpose of launching the second Korean War since it made a de facto
"declaration of war" against the DPRK through the recent brigandish adoption of a UNSC
resolution.

At the same time it is making desperate efforts to internationalize the sanctions and blockade
against the DPRK by leaving no dastardly means and methods untried in a foolish attempt to
isolate and stifle it economically and bring down the socialist system chosen by its people
themselves.

The present Bush administration has gone the lengths of making ultimatum that it would punish
the DPRK if it refuses to yield to the U.S. within the timetable set by it. Under the present
situation in which the U.S. moves to isolate and stifle the DPRK have reached the worst phase,
going beyond the extremity, the DPRK can no longer remain an on-looker to the developments.

The DPRK has already declared that it would take all necessary countermeasures to defend the
sovereignty of the country and the dignity of the nation from the Bush administration’s vicious
hostile actions.

The DPRK Foreign Ministry is authorized to solemnly declare as follows in connection with the
new measure to be taken to bolster the war deterrent for self-defense:

Firstly, the field of scientific research of the DPRK will in the future conduct a nuclear test under
the condition where safety is firmly guaranteed.

The DPRK was compelled to pull out of the NPT as the present U.S. administration scrapped the
DPRK-U.S. Agreed Framework and seriously threatened the DPRK's sovereignty and right to
existence.
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The DPRK officially announced that it manufactured up-to-date nuclear weapons after going
through transparent legitimate processes to cope with the U.S. escalated threat of a nuclear war
and sanctions and pressure.

The already declared possession of nuclear weapons presupposes the nuclear test.

The U.S. extreme threat of a nuclear war and sanctions and pressure compel the DPRK to conduct
a nuclear test, an essential process for bolstering nuclear deterrent, as a corresponding measure
for defense.

Secondly, the DPRK will never use nuclear weapons first but strictly prohibit any threat of
nuclear weapons and nuclear transfer.

A people without reliable war deterrent are bound to meet a tragic death and the sovereignty of
their country is bound to be wantonly infringed upon. This is a bitter lesson taught by the
bloodshed resulting from the law of the jungle in different parts of the world.

The DPRK's nuclear weapons will serve as reliable war deterrent for protecting the supreme
interests of the state and the security of the Korean nation from the U.S. threat of aggression and
averting a new war and firmly safeguarding peace and stability on the Korean peninsula under
any circumstances.

The DPRK will always sincerely implement its international commitment in the field of nuclear
non-proliferation as a responsible nuclear weapons state.

Thirdly, the DPRK will do its utmost to realize the denuclearization of the peninsula and give
impetus to the world-wide nuclear disarmament and the ultimate elimination of nuclear weapons.

As the DPRK has been exposed to the U.S. nuclear threat and blackmail over the past more than
half a century, it proposed the denuclearization of the peninsula before any others and has since
made utmost efforts to that end.

The U.S., however, abused the idea of denuclearization set out by the DPRK for isolating and
stifling the ideology and system chosen by its people, while systematically disregarding all its
magnanimity and sincerity.

The ultimate goal of the DPRK is not a "denuclearization" to be followed by its unilateral
disarmament but one aimed at settling the hostile relations between the DPRK and the U.S. and
removing the very source of all nuclear threats from the Korean Peninsula and its vicinity.

There is no change in the principled stand of the DPRK to materialize the denuclearization of the
peninsula through dialogue and negotiation.

The DPRK will make positive efforts to denuclearize the peninsula its own way without fail
despite all challenges and difficulties.
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